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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY

Purpose and ScopeT he Sport smeno6s (Frojed gpelicaOtyetaised SWCAL C

Environmental Consultants (SWCA) to prepatebal culturalresourceassessment fax proposed

mixed-use development at 12825 Ventura Boule\(tlrd Projectlocatedin Studio City,California, a

neighborhood within the City of Los Angel@he City of Los Angeles (City) is the Lead Agency under

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for tliroject The Project site is an approximatehaére

irregularly shaped area that abuts the Los Angeles River channel to the north and isatithated

northeast corner of Ventura Boulevard and Coldwater Canyon Avenue. The Project site includes the
existing Sportsmends Lodge Hotel, which is a sepal
Project and will remain. Theroject proposes tenlish theexisting buildings within the Project site

and construct a new mixagse shopping area.

The Project site is an approximatehaére irregularly shaped area comprising four legal parcels and
includes the existing Saspatatelyroevned site thavisinptearttdithee | ,  wh |
proposed Project and will remaifihe Projectproposes taemolish theexisting buildings within the

Projectsiteand construct a new mixade shopping ared@he following report addresses tribal cultural

resources for the purpose of compliance with the CEQA, including Assembly Bill 52 and relevant

portions of Public Resources Code Sections 5024.1, 15064.5, 21073, 21074, 21080, 21082, 21083, and
21084. The goal of this report is to identify known tribal aatwesources, assess whether there are

likely to be previously unknown tribal cultural resources buried within the Projetiasitsl on available

evidence and analyze the potential for impacts on the basiseofimdingsin accordance with Appendix

G of the CEQA Guidelines.

Dates of Investigation:On February 18, 2020, SWQ#ceived the results af confidential search of the
California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) conducted by staff at the South Centra
Coastal Information Center (SCCIC), locatadthe campus of California State University, Fullerton
SWCA submitted a request foiSacred Lands File (SLEgarch to the &tive American Heritage
Commission (NAHCYn April 7, 2021 and received the resutsApril 21, 2021.

Results The CHRIS records search did not identify any known tribal cultural sites in the Project site or
vicinity or any previous study assessing tribal cultural resources. The SLF results returned by the NAHC
arepositive andheir saff recommend contacting the Fernanddi@aaviam Band of Mission Indian

(FTBMI) for more informationS WC A i@\sew of ethnographic literature and other archival sources
indicatesthat the closest known Native American sites are the villageditéaweema, located

approximately 2.8 miles to the east, and the village site of Siutcanga, approximately 5.1 miles to the west,
both of which were situated along the course of the Los Angeles RheRProject site was assessed for

the potential to contain preaisly unidentified tribal cultural resources that are archaeological in nature

and was found to be low, but the presence of a tribal cultural resource within the Project site cannot be
fully ruled out.

Conclusions and Recommendationsthe Projectissubjegc t o t he City of Los Ange
condition of approval for the inadvertent discovery of tribal cultural resources, which requires

construction be halted and California Native American tribes be consulted on tre&@assut.on the

condition of apprwal, any potential impacts an inadvertently discovered tribal cultural resowvoeld

be reduced to less than significadtwever, this conclusion applies only to tribal cultural resources that

are archaeological in nature and whose significance edbas their potential to contribute important

historical and scientific information. Further input from tribes, including but not limited to the nature of

the positive SLF result, has not been considered in this study. Should additional evidence ketlpresent
additional analysis of impacts may be required. SWCA recommends the FTBMI be contacted for more
information and input.
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Construction at the Project site would adhere to applicable regulatory compliance that apply to the
inadvertent discovery of humamnains. Specifically, the CHSC Section 7050.5 states that if human
remains are discovered, no further disturbance shall occur until the Los Angeles County Coroner has
made a determination of origin and disposition pursuant to PRC Section 5097.98. ThegklzsAn
County Coroner must be notified of the find immediately. If the human remains are determined to be
prehistoric, the Coroner will notify the NAHC, which will determine and notify an MLD. The MLD shall
complete the inspection of the site within 48 tsoof notification and may recommend scientific removal
and nondestructive analysis of human remains and items associated with Native American burials.

Disclaimer: The evidenc@resented andonsideredn this study isconfined to published, academic, and
archaeological sources, and the conclusions can only be considered as representing scientific and
archaeological valudsasedonthe x perti se and professional judgemen
archaeologistsThis study is intendetb assess the potential fimibal cultural resources under CEQA

based on available evidence ambuld not be considered a replacement for tribal expertise or assumed to
represent tribal cultural values.

Disposition of Data: Copies of the report are filed with the Project Applicam¢ Planning Department at
the City, and the SCCIC facilities. All background materials areonl e wi t h SWCAG6s of fi c
California.
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INTRODUCTION

The Sportsmenbos retamatl $WCAEWMiIramental Cansliltants (SWCA) to prepare

tribal cultural resourceasssessment fax proposed mixedse development 42825 Ventur&oulevard

(the Rojech locatedin Studio City, a neighborhood within ti@ity of Los AngelesThe City of Los

Angeles(City) is the Lead Agency under California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) foPtiogct

The Project site is an approximatehaére irregularly shaped artaat abuts the Los Angeles River

channel to the north and is situated at the northeast corner of Ventura Boulevard and Coldwater Canyon
Avenue. The Projectsiiencl udes the existing Sportsmendés Lodge
that is not parof the proposed Project and will remaline Projectproposes taemolish theexisting

buildings within theProject siteand construct a new mixage shopping area.

The following report addresses tribal cultural resources for the purpose of complitintiee CEQA,

including Assembly Bill (AB) 52 and relevant portions of Public Resources Code (PRC) Sections 5024.1,
15064.5, 21073, 21074, 21080, 21082, 21083, and 2Ib@goal of this report is to identify known

tribal cultural resources, assess whethere are likely to be previously unknown tribal cultural resources
buried within the Project siteased on available eviden@nd analyze the potential for impacts on the

basis ofthe findingsin accordance with Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines.

This reportpresentshe methods and results of a confidential records search of the California Historical
Resources Information System (CHRIS3credLandsFile (SLF) search through the Native Ameic

Heritage Commission (NAHC), and archival researchducted by SWCAThe CHRIS comprises many

types of cultural resources, some of which meet the criteria to also be a tribal cultural resource, and others
have the potential to be a tribal cultural reseubut have not been assessed as such. Many of the CHRIS
siteswith potential to beribal cultural resources are archaeological in natuvevever not all tribal

cultural resources have archaeological components. The SLF includes a listing of ses@utsitther

types of resources affiliated with California Native American tribes, which may also be considered tribal
cultural resources under CEQA. BecauseRtmgectparcel has been fully developed and is paved, any
previously unknown tribal culturagésources that could exist within the site would most likely be
archaeological in nature; therefore, the background research conducted for the current study focuses
primarily onassessinghe likelihood of encountering buried archaeological deposits &filievith Native
Americans Accordingly, this reportan only be considered as representing scientific and archaeological
valueshasedonthe x perti se and professional | ud,ganssentt of S
with the intent of AB 52.

SWCA Senior Archaeologist Chris Millington, M.A., Registered Professional Archaeol®fst) acted

as the principal Investigator and leauthorfor the studySWCA Project Archaeologistatie Dumm,
M.Sc., RPAcc-authored portions of the repo#t copy of theC i t sfaddard condition of approval for
tribal cultural resources is included in Attachment A. The CHRIS search results letter from the South
Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) is included as Attachm@meBSLF results letter from the
NAHC isincluded inAttachmentC. Copies of the report arediwith the ProjectApplicant,the

Planning Department at the City, and the SC@Qi€lities at California State University, Fullerton. All
background materials areéni | e wi t h SWCA#MasCaldoinfai ce i n Pasade
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Project Location

TheProject islocated along the southern margin of the San Fernando Valley within the central portion of

Los Angeles County and the City of Los Angelemgy(rel). The Project is located withBection 25 of

Township 1 North, Range 15 West (San Bernardino Base and Meriaisatié¢picted on the U.S.

Geological Survey (USGS) Van Nuys, California,-thiwte quadrangleF{gure2). TheProjectsite

occupies an approximatelyagreirregularlyshaped arelcatedat 12825 Ventura Boulevard, which is at

the northeast corner of Ventura Boulevard and Coldwater Canyon Ayeiguee3). TheProjectsiteis

boundto the north by the Los Angeles Rivadranneland to the south by Ventura Boulevaatd

comprises the following assessor parcel numbers (APN)ias t ed by the Los Angel es
Office: 2375021-008, 2375021-022, 2375021-023, and 2378021-024 (seeFigure3).

Project Description

The Project site includes the existing Sportsmeno:
not part of the proposeddject and will remain. Theroject proposes emolishan existing 56,000

squarefoot event/banquet facility that consists of severalstoey buildings attached to each other and a
smaller detached orstory building, as well as potentialtiemolish a City fire station, arabnstruct a
newmixed-use shopping center with space for dining, retail, health club, and accessories such as hallways
and elevatorsHigure4). Three levels of subterranean parking will be included parts of the Project site
(seeFigure4). The demolition of extant buildings and hardscaping and thecnestruction will require

ground disturbance beneath the developed portions of the Project site. Excavation will occur across the
full extent of the Project site and is expected to extend into alluvial sediments and, at a minimum,
excavate to a depth thaltows for the removal of any underlying artificial fill. Excavation uplfeet

below the current grade @nticipatedor construction of théhreesubterraneaparking levelsGrading

and mass excavation fdrd portion of the proposed structure withe subterranean parking level will be
generallyshallower than what is required for the thteeel parking structure, but may require pile

drilling that extends to bedrock&stimated to be at least 65 feet below the current grade.
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Figure 1. Project vicinity map.
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Figure 2. Project location map, USGS Van Nuys, California 7.5-minute quadrangle.
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Figure 3. Project site plotted on a 2013 aerial photograph.





































































































































